SUMMARY A 59-year-old, right-handed, college-educated male examined after stroke presented spelling alexia with relative sparing of writing. He was not aphasic. A striking feature of the alexia was preserved recognition of letters printed in view by the clinician. He was able to read words through letter-by-letter oral spelling when letters were presented in this dynamic fashion. We describe this as a dynamic form of spelling alexia. Head CT scan showed a large left hemisphere posterior lesion infringing on the corpus callosum, and a right hemisphere opercular lesion. We suggest that sparing of the right parietal-occipital cortex may contribute to the remarkable sparing of dynamic letter reading.
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Patients with "pure alexia" present relatively preserved writing and are not aphasic as historically defined.' "Visual static agnosia"2 ' refers to impaired recognition of static stimuli with relatively preserved recognition of dynamic (that is, moving) stimuli. We describe a case with bilateral infarcts who had a dynamic form of spelling alexia. Recognition of dynamically-presented words was spared, while recognition of statically-presented words was impaired.
Case history
A 59-year-old, right-handed, college-educated white male suddenly developed left body weakness and dysarthria which improved over several days. On evaluation several weeks later (27 March 1982) The reproducibility of this finding in other cases of pure alexia (notably spelling alexia) will provide fur-457 ther insight into the cortical substrates of preserved dynamic letter reading in the context of otherwise severe alexia without agraphia. This observation is noteworthy because of potential implications for understanding reading mechanisms and for treating acquired alexia. Brain-damaged patients should be observed routinely for differences in ability between static and dynamic reading.
